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APPLICATION GUIDELINES
Applicants are encouraged to attend an Academy Open House to meet faculty, students, and 
alumni, tour the Academy, receive a portfolio review, and view artwork. For more information on 
attending an Open House or scheduling a private tour please visit nyaa.edu/visit. 
Applicants that attend an Open House will receive a $20 discount on the application fee.

ALL APPLICANTS FOR THE MFA PROGRAM MUST SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING

APPLICATION FEE 
The application form and an $80 non-refundable application fee ($60 for Open House attendees.) Please make check 
or money order payable to New York Academy of Art. If a check is written for you by someone else, be sure your name 
appears in the memo line. International applicants may pay by International Money Order or by a check drawn from a 
United States bank.

PERSONAL STATEMENT 
A one-page statement of educational objectives and career goals. Applicants are encouraged to discuss their portfolio and 
indicate how study at the Academy will advance their development.

PORTFOLIO 
A portfolio of no more than 20 images arranged in chronological order and accompanied by a printed slide script (sample 
slide script at nyaa.edu/nyaa/admissions/sample_slide_script.pdf) The portfolio should represent your best work, indicate 
your major interest and direction, and demonstrate your ability; at least half of the images should represent work done 
within the last twelve months; and all should be from within the last three years. Those submitting images of sculptures 
should include no more than two views of each sculpture. The Academy recommends each applicant submit five figure 
drawings as part of the portfolio. Applicants should submit work on a USB drive that can be read by both MAC and PC 
operating systems. Images must be between 150 and 300 dpi, no larger than 1600 pixels in any direction, formatted as a 
jpeg without any text overlay on images, and each file must be less than 1MB.

REFERENCES 
Two letters of recommendation from individuals familiar with your work (letters from academic professionals are strongly 
recommended.) Letters must be signed and sealed in an envelope. Letters must be sent with the application or directly 
from the recommender.

OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS 
Official transcripts from all undergraduate colleges attended. Official transcripts are documents sealed in an envelope 
issued by the institution that bears the signature of the Registrar and the seal of the institution. If you have attended more 
than one post-secondary institution, a transcript is required from each one. Transcripts may be sent with the application or 
directly from the institution.

ARTIST CV OR RESUME

Submission of a CV or resume enhances the MFA application by giving more insight into a candidate’s creative 
experience. Please include educational background, professional experience, awards, residencies, exhibitions, etc. 

INTERNATIONAL APPLICANTS

Applicants must submit certified true copies of academic transcripts in the original language issued. If the academic 
transcripts are not in English, applicants must submit an official translation of the documents. International applicants are 
strongly suggested to have their records evaluated by World Educational Services: www.wes.org

Those whose native language is not English must also demonstrate evidence of English speaking ability by supplying 
TOEFL [Test of English as a Foreign Language] scores or through a personal/phone interview. Those taking the TOEFL should 
use TOEFL School Code 1000 and indicate that scores should be sent to New York Academy of Art, Attention: Admissions, 
111 Franklin Street, New York, NY 10013. TOEFL score of a minimum of 80 on the computer-based test or 550 on the 
paper-based test are acceptable.



APPLICATION FOR MFA ADMISSION           

□  ms     □  mrs    □  mr         first              middle      last    

street address              

city       state/province     zip   country    

county (new york state residents only)           

personal website             

home phone     mobile phone     e-mail     

if this address is temporary, until when may we contact you there?         

permanent address (if different from above)
street address              

city       state/province   zip    country    

county (new york state residents only)           

home phone     mobile phone     e-mail     

date of birth       age      country of birth          state/province of birth             city of birth   

country of citizenship             

□ us citizen    □ permanent resident   □ international applicant desiring student f1 visa   □ other (please explain)      

               

ETHNICITY              

providing this information is strictly voluntary. it is used for reporting purposes as required of educational institutions by federal and state law. 

□ american indian/alaskan native         □ asian/pacific islander             □ black/non-hispanic               □ hispanic             □ white/non-hispanic 

□ other              

APPLYING FOR FINANCIAL AID  (Please visit nyaa.edu/admissions for information regarding scholarship and financial aid)

□ please consider me for institutional aid

□ i am not applying for financial aid

HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE ACADEMY          

□ art in america     □ artnews     □ artschools.com   

□ social media (name)             

□ website (name)               

□ google search (keywords used)            

□ academy alumni (name)                       

□ academy faculty (name)                       

□ your professor (name)      email:            

□ other (name)                        

optional: what other mfa programs are you applying to?          

               

               

□ i attended an open house (date)                  

□ i toured the academy (date)                      

□ i took a continuing education class (class name and date)                    

ACADEMIC HISTORY              

list undergraduate college(s) attended, in chronological order

college/university       location                     dates (from-to)                    major                            degree & date granted

               

               

list other educational institutions and programs you have attended

               

               

               

list other degrees or certificates

               

               

               

PROFESSIONAL HISTORY             

list relevant professional experience including awards, honors, publications, commissions, apprenticeships, internships, etc, or attach current resume

               

               

               

REFERENCES              

list two people you have asked to submit academic letters of recommendation

1. name & title           company/institution     

   address                 

   email         phone      

2. name & title           company/institution     

   address:                 

   email:         phone      

STATEMENT OF EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES AND CAREER GOALS        

a one-page statement of educational objectives and career goals. applicants are encouraged to discuss their portfolio and indicate how study at the 
academy will advance their development.

CONCENTRATION             

   □ drawing     □ painting       □ sculpture

APPLICATION DATE             

please indicate your date of application. all application materials must be postmarked by the date indicated below. 

   □ february 1     □ april 15

ORIGINALITY              

by submitting an application to the academy, the undersigned applicant warrants that the artwork is original and created solely by the applicant.

SIGNATURE         DATE     
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JANUARY 15 MARCH 15



SENDING YOUR APPLICATION

APPLICATION MATERIALS MUST BE SUBMITTED TO:

New York Academy of Art 

Attention: Admissions

111 Franklin Street

New York, NY 10013 

admissions@nyaa.edu

Please enclose $80 non-refundable application fee. (Open House attendees, please enclose $60 non-refundable 
application fee.) Applications received without fee will not be considered. The New York Academy of Art does 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, age, gender, national or ethnic origin, sexual orientation or 
physical handicap. Please print clearly. Attach another sheet if necessary. Please note, application materials will 
not be returned.

FILING DATES & NOTIFICATION

Applicants have the option of submitting their completed applications by one of two submission dates for Fall 
admission and will receive notification by mail no later than six weeks from that date. The schedule for the annual 
admission cycle is as follows:

 FILING DATE

January 15 
March 15

NOTIFICATION

February 15
April 10

DEPOSIT DUE

March 5
April 25

		     Above schedule indicates postmark dates.

TUITION DEPOSITS

The Academy requires a $850 non-refundable deposit from accepted applicants to confirm 
their place in the MFA program. The deposit will be deducted from the first semester tuition bill.

QUESTIONS

Please contact us with your questions:

New York Academy of Art 

Attention: Admissions

111 Franklin Street

New York, NY 10013

212.966.0300 

admissions@nyaa.edu 

nyaa.edu/admissions


