
The Will Cotton 
Drawing Party



The Will Cotton Drawing Party is an annual event in September hosted by artist Will Cotton in support 

of the New York Academy of Art. Dozens of major artists gather in a studio, painting and sketching 

live models together in a social, intimate setting, with cocktails, DJ and special surprise models. One of 

the most anticipated events in the art world, no tickets are sold, and the event is by invitation only.



Selected press coverage:



The Drawing Party annually draws over 50 participating painters 
and sketchers, including some of the most well-regarded artists in 
the art world. Participants have included: 

NICOLE EISENMAN

RYAN MCGINNESS

INKA ESSENHIGH

DAVID HUMPHREY

JEAN-PIERRE ROY

JON KESSLER

KURT KAUPER

HILARY HARKNESS

DUNCAN HANNAH

KALUP LINZY 

WALTER ROBINSON



Every year, in addition to the professional artists models, there are always 
few surprise guest models, including actors, musicians, fashion designers, 
writers, editors, and art curators. Past surprise guest models have included:

WARIS AHLUWALIA

PADMA LAKSHMI

BROOKE SHIELDS

ARDEN WOHL

CYNTHIA ROWLEY

CLARISSA DALRYMPLE

INDIA SALVOR MENUEZ

Waris Ahluwalia

India Salvor Menuez



The works created at the Drawing Party go up for sale 
at Take Home a Nude, an annual benefit auction for the 
New York Academy of Art held at Sotheby’s in October.   
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