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New York Academy of Art’s Virtual Tribeca 
Ball Honors Eric Fischl

BY KATIE WHITE | APR 1, 2021

The cherished community art event and open studios tour goes online 5 April,  
honoring trustee and distinguished faculty member Eric Fischl.

Suntan lines on a bared back, wafts of cigarette smoke, 
OLJKW�UHÀHFWHG�R̆�D�SRRO�DW�PLGGD\��RYHU�WKH�GHFDGHV��
American artist Eric Fischl has depicted the pleasures 
and squalors of suburban life with an evocative 
sensitivity that has made him one of the leading 
 artists of his generation.

Emerging in the 1970s and ‘80s, Fischl’s fresh and 
SURYRFDWLYH�VW\OH�RI�SDLQWLQJ�R̆HUHG�DQ�H[FLWLQJ�ZD\�
IRUZDUG�IRU�WKH�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�¿JXUDWLYH�DUWLVWV��WR�
whom he became nothing short of an inspiration. The 
role of mentor is one Fischl took seriously from early on, 
too; in the 1990s, he struck up a relationship with the 

1HZ�<RUN�$FDGHP\�RI�$UW��¿UVW�R̆HULQJ�VWXGLR�FULWLTXHV��
and over the years becoming a beloved trustee and 
faculty member.

Some 30 years later, the academy’s annual Tribeca Ball 
GHEXWV�LWV�¿UVW�YLUWXDO�HGLWLRQ�RQ�0RQGD\����$SULO��7KLV�
year, it will be honoring Fischl’s contributions with a 
star-studded live stream toast that includes a musical 
SHUIRUPDQFH�E\�6WHYH�0DUWLQ�DQG�6FRWW�$YHWW�RI�WKH�
Avett Brothers. Kenny Scharf and Brooke Shields will 
follow up with a conversation about the New York art 
scene of the 1980s.
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2Q�WKH�HYH�RI�WKH�H[FLWHPHQW��6RWKHE\¶V�VSRNH�ZLWK�
Fischl about his longstanding commitment to the New 
York Academy of Art, how it’s transformed over the 
past 30 years, and why mentoring artists is mutually 
rewarding.

Your relationship with the New York Academy 
of Art dates back some 30 years and to a very 
GL̆HUHQW�1HZ�<RUN�DUW�ZRUOG��+RZ�GLG�\RX�¿UVW�
get involved and what interested you about it?

I was invited to give a critique by Eileen Guggenheim 
– our paths had crossed one way or another. At the 
time, I knew very little about the place other than it was 
very reactionary for the times – a school committed to 
WKH�¿JXUH�DQG�EDVHG�RQ���WK�FHQWXU\�)UHQFK�DFDGHP\�
values. I was almost perversely drawn to it by that 
anachronistic dynamism set within the New York art 
world of the late ‘80s and ‘90s. I was curious about it, 
especially as somebody who was self-taught in terms of 
¿JXUDWLRQ��:KHQ�,�ZHQW�WR�VFKRRO��WKH�ZRUVW�WKLQJ�\RX�
FRXOG�GR�ZDV�WR�EH�D�¿JXUDWLYH�SDLQWHU��VR�WKH\�GLGQ¶W�
teach techniques for it. I wanted to know how you could 
learn anatomy and perspective and things like that in the 
FXUUHQW�PRPHQW��+RZ�GR�\RX�PDNH�D�¿JXUDWLRQ�WKDW¶V�
not tied to the social realists from the ‘30s? How do you 
make a hand that feels contemporary – or do all hands 
KDYH�WR�ORRN�OLNH�0LFKHODQJHOR¶V"

In those early days, what was the energy like at 
the Academy?

,Q�WKRVH�GD\V��LW�ZDV�¿OOHG�ZLWK�PDQ\�DUWLVWV�ZKR�KDG�

been beaten up, in one way or another, by the art world, 
and they came back to the Academy just wanting to 
learn how to paint portraits so that maybe they could 
make a living that way. There wasn’t a lot of art ambition 
attached to the school at the time.

+RZ�ZRXOG�\RX�VD\�WKDW�WKH�$FDGHP\�
transformed over the years then?

6LPSO\�SXW��LW�JRW�PRUH�H[FLWLQJ��7KLUW\�\HDUV�DJR�WKH�
LGHD�RI�SDLQWLQJ�ZDV�YHU\�¿[HG�LQ�ERWK�LWV�WHFKQLTXHV�

and subject matter, and people leaned heavily into 
allegories. I am serious when I say people were 
literally painting people in togas. But what started 
WR�KDSSHQ�ZDV�WKDW�WKH�LQÀXHQFHV�IURP�YLVLWLQJ�
lecturers and critics, along with changes in some 
of the faculty, began to open the school up to other 
ways of painting that were not so rigid about what 
a painting should look like, as opposed to what a 
painting must be, in terms of the authenticity of 
H[SUHVVLRQ�DQG�LQWHQWLRQ�

Our world changed as well. All of a sudden 
¿JXUDWLRQ�ZDV�QRW�DQDWKHPD��7KH�VFKRRO�EHJDQ�
to be taken more seriously as an institution and 
that again brought in a kind of vibrancy that was 
inspiring to students, which in turn attracted a 
GL̆HUHQW�NLQG�RI�VWXGHQW��RQH�ZDQWLQJ�WR�HQJDJH�
contemporary dialogue and have more of an 
impact on culture.

You’ve mentored many artists including 
Arcmanoro Niles, who recently signed with 
/HKPDQQ�0DXSLQ��:K\�KDV�WKDW�UROH�EHHQ�
important to you?

Is it pretentious to say that I think it’s a responsibility? 
I’m not a teacher-teacher in the sense that I’m not 
particularly good at the handholding part – I’m a 
OLWWOH�VHO¿VK�IRU�WKDW��%XW�LQ�WHUPV�RI�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�DQG�
dialogue and getting the students to maybe recognize or 
VHH�VRPHWKLQJ�GL̆HUHQWO\��WKDW�,�¿QG�YHU\�VWLPXODWLQJ��
For me, mentoring is a way of connecting to younger 
SHRSOH�DQG�¿QGLQJ�RXW�ZKDW�WKH�KHOO�WKH\¶UH�WKLQNLQJ�
about, too.

You’ve also started two artist residencies with 
WKH�$FDGHP\�±�D�WHDFKLQJ�UHVLGHQF\�DW�:HVW�
Nottingham Academy in Maryland and one on 
)RJR�,VODQG�LQ�1HZIRXQGODQG��&DQ�\RX�WHOO�PH�
about those?
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:KLOH�,�PLJKW�QRW�EH�WKH�EHVW�ERDUG�PHPEHU�LQ�WHUPV�
of attending meetings, instead over the years, I’ve tried 
to develop opportunities or programs for students 
and those who are graduating from the Academy. One 
opportunity that I’m very proud of is that I connected my 
FKLOGKRRG�SUHS�VFKRRO�LQ�0DU\ODQG��:HVW�1RWWLQJKDP�
Academy, with recent graduates and students from the 
New York Academy of Art in an artist-in-residence style 
SURJUDP��:HVW�1RWWLQJKDP�LV�RQ�D�WULPHVWHU�V\VWHP��
and in this program three graduate students from New 
<RUN�$FDGHP\�RI�$UW�JR�GRZQ�WR�0DU\ODQG�DQG�WHDFK�
ten weeks each. They are funded by me, and are given 
room and board. The New York Academy of Art students 
get teaching credits, which are very important for 
DUWLVWV��7KH�NLGV�RI�:HVW�1RWWLQJKDP�PHDQZKLOH�JHW�WKH�
EHQH¿W�RI�WKLV�QLFH�UDQJH�RI�WDOHQW�EHFDXVH�HYHU\�\HDU�LW¶V�
WKUHH�GL̆HUHQW�WHDFKHUV�ZLWK�WKHP��VD\�D�SULQWPDNHU��D�
sculptor and a painter – and of high quality too.

The other program we set up on Fogo Island in 
1HZIRXQGODQG��DQ�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�SURJUDP�DQG�
internship where art students can learn the practical 
VLGH�RI�WKH�DUW�EXVLQHVV��0DQ\�DUW�VWXGHQWV�DUHQ¶W�JRLQJ�
to go on to become professional artists. They’re going 
WR�¿QG�RWKHU�WKLQJV�WR�GR�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\�WKDW�DUH�PRUH�
practical or better suited to their personalities. So why 
not learn the business? And it’s just beautiful there too. 
7KH�UHVLGHQF\�VLWV�RQ�D�FOL̆�RYHUORRNLQJ�WKH�1RUWK�6HD�±�
\RX¶OO�ZDNH�XS�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�DQG�LFHEHUJV�DUH�ÀRDWLQJ�
by.

Last question before you get ready to celebrate: 
WKLV�LV�WKH�¿UVW�YLUWXDO�7ULEHFD�%DOO��,V�WKHUH�
anything you’re looking forward to particularly 
on your special night?

I’m not sure if I’m supposed to even know about this 
surprise, but I found out! Two of our hosts are dear 
IULHQGV�RI�PLQH�DQG�LQFUHGLEOH�PXVLFLDQV�±�6WHYH�0DUWLQ�
and Scott Avett – and they are teaming up to perform, 
ZKLFK�,�DP�VR�H[FLWHG�DQG�KRQRUHG�DERXW�
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:KDW�,�%X\�DQG�:K\��$FWRU�/LHY�6FKUHLEHU�RQ�
:K\�+H�&ROOHFWV�$UW�)URP�+LV�)ULHQGV��DQG�
WKH�%HORYHG�3DLQWLQJ�+LV�0RWKHU�0DGH�+LP 
7KH�DFWRU�WHOOV�XV�DERXW�WKH�DUW�WKDW�¿OOV�KLV�1HZ�<RUN�&LW\�KRPH�
6DUDK�&DVFRQH��$SULO��������

/LHY�6FKUHLEHU�FODLPV�KH¶V�QRW�DQ�DUW�H[SHUW²´,�NQRZ�
YHU\�OLWWOH�DERXW�DUW�´�KH�WHOOV�$UWQHW�1HZV²EXW�DV�DQ�
actor who came up through the Yale School of Drama 
EHIRUH�¿QGLQJ�VXFFHVV�RQ�ERWK�VWDJH�DQG�VFUHHQ��KH�FDQ�
relate to young artists’ struggle to earn a living from 
their craft.

That’s part of what drew him to the New York Academy 
RI�$UW��ZKHUH�KH�KDV�EHFRPH�VRPHWKLQJ�RI�D�¿[WXUH�DW�WKH�
VFKRRO¶V�IXQGUDLVLQJ�SDUWLHV��,WV�DQQXDO�7ULEHFD�%DOO²
where the school throws open the doors to the students’ 
VWXGLRV²LV�RQH�RI�6FKUHLEHU¶V�IDYRULWH�SODFHV�WR�EX\�DUW�

³,W�IHOW�WR�PH�OLNH�P\�RZQ�H[SHULHQFH�RI�JUDGXDWLQJ�DQG�
EHLQJ�KLUHG�WR�ZRUN�LQ�D�SURIHVVLRQDO�WKHDWHU�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�
time. The sensation, as I imagined it, as I walk through 
those studios, that those artists must’ve felt, seeing all 
these well-healed new Yorkers come and look at their 
SLHFHV��ZDV�UHDOO\�H[FLWLQJ�WR�PH�´�6KUHLEHU�VD\V�

“I loved being there for that moment of their 
DFWXDOL]DWLRQ��7KH\�KDG�DOZD\V�EHHQ�DUWLVWV��EXW�
VRPHKRZ�WKLV�¿QDQFLDO�H[FKDQJH�UDWL¿HG�WKHP�DV�VXFK�´�
he adds. “And I remember that feeling for myself and 
really, really, really appreciated being there for someone 
HOVH¶V�VWRU\�´

$KHDG�RI�WKLV�\HDU¶V�EDOO²D�YLUWXDO�HYHQW��QDWXUDOO\²
Schreiber spoke with Artnet News about the art he’s 
SXUFKDVHG�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV�IRU�KLV�1HZ�<RUN�&LW\�KRPH��
and the beloved painting his mother made of his dog.

:KDW�ZDV�\RXU�¿UVW�SXUFKDVH"�

A painting that my friend in college did. Her name was 
Gina Freschette. It was a favor because she was broke. It 
ZDV�DQ�DEVWUDFW�ZRUN�DQG�,�KDG�MXVW�GRQH�P\�¿UVW�PRYLH�
JLJ�DQG�SDLG�R̆�P\�VWXGHQW�ORDQV�DQG�ZDV�ÀXVK��,�WKLQN�,�
gave her 1,000 bucks.

:KDW�ZDV�\RXU�PRVW�UHFHQW�SXUFKDVH"

$QQD�3DUN¶V�0DNLQJ�)ULHQGV��6KH¶V�D�JUDGXDWH�VWXGHQW�DW�
the academy. It’s an absurd, distorted picture of a bunch 

of people at a party who look kind of drunk and blurred. 
:KHQ�DQ�DUWLVW�FDSWXUHV�DQ�LGHD�SHUIHFWO\²,�WKRXJKW�
between the title and the image, she had really nailed 
the chaotic, inebriated state that we call making friends, 
which people take for granted in social situations. I 
thought the ironic title was really perfect.

:KDW�LV�WKH�PRVW�H[SHQVLYH�ZRUN�RI�DUW�\RX�RZQ"�

I have a piece by Jan Frank. He’s my neighbor and we’re 
friends. It’s an abstract on plywood. Actually, I take that 
EDFN��,�KDYH�RQH�RI�6DP�0HVVHU¶V�W\SHZULWHUV��7KDW¶V�
SUREDEO\�P\�PRVW�H[SHQVLYH�ZRUN�
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:KHUH�GR�\RX�EX\�DUW�PRVW�IUHTXHQWO\"�

From my friends or from the New York Academy. At the 
Tribeca Ball, the whole fun of it is going and meeting the 
artists. And that’s the reason to buy pictures, to me. You 
have some connection to the artist and the piece.

Is there an artwork you regret purchasing?

1R��:K\�ZRXOG�\RX�EX\�LW�LI�\RX�GLGQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�EX\�LW"�
It’s not a business to me. I’m not thinking about resale 
value. I’m buying for reasons that go beyond the work 
itself. I want to keep something that somebody did that 
means something to me.

:KDW�ZRUN�GR�\RX�KDYH�KDQJLQJ�DERYH�\RXU�
VRID"�:KDW�DERXW�LQ�\RXU�EDWKURRP"

There’s no wall behind my sofa, but it’s facing the Jan 
)UDQN�DQG�P\�0DGHOHLQH�+LQHV��,Q�WKH�EDWKURRP��,�KDYH�
Nick Sanchez ballpoint drawings of my kids and a lot 
photographs of them.

:KDW�LV�WKH�PRVW�LPSUDFWLFDO�ZRUN�RI�DUW�\RX�
own?

0\�IDYRULWH�SLHFH�LV�DFWXDOO\�LPSUDFWLFDO��,�JXHVV��EHFDXVH�
of how large it is, but it makes me the happiest. It’s a 
JLJDQWLF�EHDU��,�EHOLHYH�LW¶V�FDOOHG�8UVD�0DMRU�E\�$OLHQH�
GH�6RX]D�+RZHOO��,W¶V�RQH�RI�WKH�¿UVW�WKLQJV�WKDW�,�JRW��,W¶V�
hanging in my daughter’s bedroom. It’s a huge woodcut 
of a bear swimming in space, and it just makes me happy 
every time I look at it.

Another is something my mother painted for me, but I 
GRQ¶W�KDYH�DQ\PRUH�EHFDXVH�LW�URWWHG��0\�PRWKHU�GLG�
D�JLDQW�%ROO\ZRRG�PRYLH�SRVWHU�RI�P\�GRJ��&KLFNHQ��,W�
ZDV�D�QLQH�E\�VL[�IRRW�ZRRGHQ�FXWRXW�RI�D�-DFN�5XVVHOO�
with rainbows over his head. I loved it, but it was very 
hard to hang. I used to have it at my house upstate, 
but eventually it rotted in the rain. I should have taken 
better care of it.

:KDW�ZRUN�GR�\RX�ZLVK�\RX�KDG�ERXJKW�ZKHQ�
you had the chance?

I can’t remember those types of things. I think once I 
had an opportunity to buy a [Saul] Steinberg, but it was 
ZD\�WRR�H[SHQVLYH�IRU�PH��VR�,�GRQ¶W�UHJUHW�WKDW��,W�ZDV�
QLFH��EXW�,�FRXOGQ¶W�D̆RUG�LW�

If you could steal one work of art without getting 
caught, what would it be? 

1DRPL�>:DWWV��6FKUHLEHU¶V�H[�ZLIH@�WRRN�DQ�
H[WUDRUGLQDU\�SLFWXUH�RI�RXU�GDXJKWHU��.DL��WKDW�VKH�
KDV�LQ�KHU�ṘFH�WKDW�,¶P�REVHVVHG�ZLWK��,�VXSSRVH�,�
could just reproduce it and buy the same frame and 
everything, but I would like to steal the one she has.

The New York Academy of Art’s virtual gala streams 
at 6 p.m. on April 5. Student artwork will be for sale 
through May 2. 
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�How to Responsibly Collect Work  

by MFA Students
Olivia Gavoyannis Apr 12, 2021 2:48pm

MFA shows have long been fertile ground for collectors 
looking to discover a fresh crop of artistic talent from 
around the globe. In addition to being great places to acĥ
quire major statement pieces at accessible prices, graduate 
exhibitions also give collectors an opportunity to directly 
connect with and support the next generation of artists.

-RDQ�:DOWHPDWK��GLUHFWRU�RI�WKH�/H5R\�(��+RɱEHUJHU�
School of Painting MFA at the Maryland Institute College 
RI�$UW�Ī0,&$ī��VDLG�WKDW�GXULQJ�KHU�GHFDGHVĥORQJ�FDUHHU��
graduate shows have also become a chance for collectors to 
have a voice in the art market. “It can be very exciting for a 
collector if they see that their decisions about what to buy 
DUH�VXGGHQO\�LQÀXHQFLQJ�WKH�ZD\�WKH�PDUNHW�LV�PRYLQJ�´�
she said.
%XW�ZLWK�WKLV�LQÀXHQFH�FRPHV�UHVSRQVLELOLW\ħFKDPSLRQLQJ�

a student’s work could help to establish their career, while 
SUDFWLFHV�VXFK�DV�EDUJDLQLQJ�RU�ÀLSSLQJ�FDQ�KLQGHU�WKHLU�
progress. To help navigate the wealth of emerging talent at 
the MFA shows this season, we spoke to a few experts on 
the subject.

Make the most of online resources
If you’re thinking about collecting works by MFA students, 
spring is the best time to look. “While you can buy at any 
time from September to May, the best time to collect is 
near MFA thesis time, as that is when artwork will be more 
GHYHORSHG�DV�D�FRKHVLYH�ERG\�RI�ZRUN�´�VDLG�+HLGL�(OEHUV��
director of exhibitions at the New York Academy of Art.

Although the pandemic has stopped many collectors from 
being able to see MFA shows in person, the shift to digital 
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GRHV�KDYH�LWV�DGYDQWDJHVħLW�LV�HDV\�WR�¿QG�DQG�YLHZ�YLUWXDO�
MFA shows from around the world with a quick Google 
VHDUFK��DQG�VWDɱ�DUH�RIWHQ�RQ�KDQG�WR�KHOS�ZLWK�ORJLVWLFV�

“The nice thing about buying artworks online is you’re 
already in your house, so you’re not in a studio trying to 
UHPHPEHU�LI�\RX�KDYH�HQRXJK�ZDOO�VSDFH�´�(OEHUV�VDLG��³<RX�
FDQ�DOZD\V�FRQWDFW�WKH�VDOHV�VWDɱ�WR�JHW�D�TXLFN�SKRWR�RI�
how the work looks on the wall, additional images, or video 
EHIRUH�PDNLQJ�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�WR�EX\�´

She also recommended reaching out to a school’s exhibiĥ
WLRQV�GHSDUWPHQW��DV�VWDɱ�NQRZ�WKHLU�DUWLVWV¶�URVWHUV�DQG�DUH�
often happy to act as de facto art advisors, guiding a collecĥ
tor towards options that suit their taste, budget, and space.

Develop a relationship with the artist

$QRWKHU�EHQH¿W�RI�WKH�VKLIW�WR�GLJLWDO�LV�WKDW�LW¶V�HDVLHU�WR�
discover and contact emerging artists online, as most art 
schools now have links to their students’ websites and Insĥ
tagram accounts on their student work pages.

-DQH�6RXWK��FKDLU�RI�WKH�¿QH�DUWV�GHSDUWPHQW�DW�3UDWW�
Institute, suggested reaching out to students through these 
platforms and asking for a virtual studio visit, both to learn 
more about their work and to share your vision for the 
collection you are building.

Longer term, she suggested using social media as a springĥ
board to build a meaningful relationship with the artist: 
Check in every six months to see what they are working 
on, share their work on social media, and go to shows they 
are in and encourage others to do the same.

“Build your collection with a spirit of generosity and you 
will discover that you have a wonderfully rich experience as 
DQ�DFWLYH�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�DUWV�FRPPXQLW\ħDV�ZHOO�DV�KDYLQJ�
JUHDW�ZRUN�LQ�\RXU�FROOHFWLRQ�´�6RXWK�VDLG�

Buy what engages you, beyond an investment

:KLOH�³WUXVWLQJ�\RXU�LQVWLQFWV´�LV�IDPLOLDU�DGYLFH�IRU�DUW�
collectors, it is essential when collecting works by MFA 
students, as these purchases often require accepting more 
risk for your investment.
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Dr. Roman Vasseur, joint course leader of MFA at Kingston 
School of Art in London, advised: “Buy what captivates 
you and don’t buy for strategic reasons or for reasons of 
fashion. If the work is engaging, then it will be intellectuĥ
ally sustaining and is more likely work that will continue to 
develop and contribute something valuable to contempoĥ
UDU\�DUW�´

He suggested looking at what shows and projects a student 
has done prior to and during their MFA program and getĥ
ting a sense of how the artist sees their work in relation to 
other contemporary art practices.

Vasseur also encouraged collectors to consider their role in 
helping institutions address imbalances and champion diĥ
versity. “Collectors can help this process by looking at and 
collecting the work of women and previously underrepreĥ
VHQWHG�JURXSV�´�KH�VDLG�

Be mindful of the impact of bargaining

While MFA shows are one of the best ways to acquire 
major statement pieces such as sculptures or oversized 
paintings at accessible prices, bargaining can be harmful to 
an emerging artist’s market.

Waltemath said collectors shouldn’t take pride in negotiatĥ
ing lower prices on a young artist’s work, especially if they 
are not represented by a gallery. At this stage, it is often the 
case that the artist has to do their own photography and 
PR in addition to creating their work.

Instead, Ian Monroe, course leader at Falmouth University 
in the U.K., encouraged collectors to engage in a producĥ
tive conversation with the artist. “There is a steep learning 
curve for artists going from an often very personal studio 
practice to the more professional and practical requireĥ
PHQWV�RI�VHOOLQJ�\RXU�ZRUN�´�KH�VDLG�

“You may have to guide the conversation more or be willing 
WR�VXSSRUW�WKHP�LQ�VRPH�RI�WKH�ORJLVWLFV�´�0RQURH�FRQWLQĥ
ued. “Do they need a shipper or art handler? Do they need 
to hire assistants to install the work? If their price seems 
WRR�KLJK��D�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�KRZ�WKH\�DUH�DUULYLQJ�DW�WKDW�¿JXUH�
FDQ�KHOS�LI�WKH\�DUH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�GLVFXVV�´

Be the artist’s biggest champion

One of the approaches that Monroe has found to be fairly 
common at MFA shows is a collector wanting to buy all the 
work that a student has produced, and sometimes, even 
their future works.

“To the collector, this makes sense because the work is 
inexpensive, and the artist must surely want to sell as much 
as possible. The artist is usually surprised by this, and 
sometimes scared as it feels as though the collector will 
WKHQ�FRQWURO�WKH�ZRUN�RU�WKDW�WKH�DUWLVW�ZLOO�EH�EHKROGHQ�´�
he explained. “To some degree, both positions have validity. 
,�VXJJHVW�¿QGLQJ�D�EDODQFH�KHUH�DQG�PDNLQJ�LW�FOHDU�WKDW�
\RX�DV�D�FROOHFWRU�KDYH�WKH�ORQJĥWHUP�LQWHUHVWV�RI�WKH�ZRUN�
LQ�PLQG�´

According to Monroe, the best way a collector can help 
nurture an artist’s career is by not dominating their market, 
letting others buy their work, and, most importantly, showĥ
LQJ�LW�Rɱ��³7KH�PRUH�WKH�ZRUN�LV�VHHQ�WKH�EHWWHU�LWV�FKDQFH�
RI�JURZLQJ�LQ�YDOXH�´�KH�H[SODLQHG�

His advice is echoed by Luca Buvoli, director of the Mount 
Royal School of Art Multidisciplinary MFA at MICA, who 
encouraged collectors to avoid reselling a student’s work at 
auction. Instead, collectors should hold onto works and act 
DV�OLDLVRQV��RɱHULQJ�WR�LQWURGXFH�VWXGHQWV�DQG�WKHLU�ZRUN�WR�
curators, dealers, and museums.

“In some cases, they might not even collect the work of 
a student but still provide an introduction to people who 
WKH\�WKLQN�PD\�KHOS�WKHP�LQ�WKHLU�FDUHHU�´�%XYROL�VDLG��
“Think of collecting MFA work as supporting an artist at 
the beginning of their career. Buy a work because you’re 
really invested in the ideas, perspective, and values that it 
RɱHUVħQRW�MXVW�DV�DQ�LQYHVWPHQW�´
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PREVIEW MFA ARTIST STUDIOS AT THE NEW YORK 
ACADEMY OF ART + GET READY FOR THEIR FIRST 

VIRTUAL TRIBECA BALL

The New York Academy of Art is set to host their 
wÀÃÌ�iÛiÀ�Û�ÀÌÕ>��/À�LiV>�	>���������`>Þ]�Ƃ«À���x�Û�>�
��Ûi�ÃÌÀi>�����Ì�i�L>��½Ã�ÜiLÃ�Ìi�ÌÀ�LiV>L>��°V���>Ã�
Üi���>Ã�Ì�i�ƂV>`i�Þ½Ã�9�Õ/ÕLi�V�>��i�]�Li}�����}�
>Ì�È�«°�°�/�i�iÛi�Ì]�Ü��V��Ü>Ã�wÀÃÌ���ÃÌi`����£��{]�
�Ã�V��Ã�`iÀi`���i��v�Ì�i���ÃÌ�V�iÀ�Ã�i`�iÛi�ÌÃ�
���Ì�i�>ÀÌ�V���Õ��ÌÞ�>Ã��Ì�ÀiV�}��âiÃ��Õ�`Ài`Ã��v�
i�iÀ}��}�>ÀÌ�ÃÌÃ]�}�ÛiÃ�Ì�i��>�«�>Ìv�À��Ì��Ãi���Ì�i�À�
Ü�À�]�>�`�>VÌÃ�>Ã�>�vÕ�`À>�ÃiÀ�v�À�Ì�i�ƂV>`i�Þ°�
/��Ã�Þi>À½Ã�iÛi�Ì�Ü��������À����}Ì��i�ÌÀÕÃÌii�>�`�
`�ÃÌ��}Õ�Ã�i`�v>VÕ�ÌÞ��i�LiÀ�
À�V���ÃV���v�À���Ã�Îä�
Þi>ÀÃ��v�ƂV>`i�Þ�ÃÕ««�ÀÌ°�/�i�Û�ÀÌÕ>��}>�>]�Ü��V��
Ü����Li�vÀii�Ì��Ü>ÌV�]��Ã�ÃiÌ�Ì��vi>ÌÕÀi�>��Õ�Ì�ÌÕ`i��v�
��ÌiÀiÃÌ��}�ÌÀ�LÕÌiÃ]�V��ÛiÀÃ>Ì���Ã]�>�`���Ài°�

���Vi�iLÀ>Ì�����v�Ì�i�iÛi�Ì]�/�i�1�Ì�Ì�i`��>}>â��i�
�i>`i`��ÛiÀ�Ì��Ì�i�>V>`i�Þ�Ì��«ÀiÛ�iÜ�Ì�i���Ƃ�
V>�`�`>ÌiÃ½�>ÀÌ�ÃÌ�ÃÌÕ`��Ã°� 

/À>`�Ì���>��Þ]�Ì�i�/À�LiV>�	>����vviÀÃ�}ÕiÃÌÃ�>�V�>�Vi�
Ì��Ì�ÕÀ��ÛiÀ�£ää�>ÀÌ�ÃÌ�ÃÌÕ`��Ã�>Ì�Ì�i�À��>�`�>À��
/À�LiV>�Ã«>Vi°�/À>�ÃviÀÀ��}�Ì��Ã�iÝ«iÀ�i�Vi�Ì��Ì�i�
`�}�Ì>��Ài>��]����Ƃ«À���xÌ��Ì�i�ƂV>`i�Þ�Ü����>�Ã��
�>Õ�V��>�������i�}>��iÀÞ�Ü�Ì���Õ�`Ài`Ã��v���Ƃ�ÃÌÕ�
`i�Ì�>ÀÌÜ�À�Ã]�>VV��«>��i`�LÞ������«À�w�iÃ��v�Ì�i�
>ÀÌ�ÃÌÃ°�/�i�}>��iÀÞ�Ü����Li�>Û>��>L�i������i�v�À�>�vÕ���
���Ì�]�>�`�Ã>�i�«À�Vii`Ã�Ü����Li�iwÌ�ÃV���>ÀÃ��«�
>�`�«À�}À>����}�vÕ�`Ã�>Ì�Ì�i�ƂV>`i�Þ°

/À�LiV>�	>�������Àii�
À�V���ÃV��]�Ü����Ã���i��v�
Ì�i���ÃÌ�«À����i�Ì�>ÀÌ�ÃÌÃ��v�Ì�`>Þ]��>Ã�i�`�Üi`�
>�Õ����ÀiÃ�`i�V�iÃ]�Ì>Õ}�Ì��>ÃÌiÀ�V�>ÃÃiÃ]�V��`ÕVÌ�
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WATCH THE NEW YORK ACADEMY 
2)�$57·6�75,%(&$�%$//�352*5$0
To accompany the annual sale of work by hundreds of emerging artists at their be-
ORYHG�VSULQJ�EHQHÀW�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�7ULEHFD�%DOO��WKH�1HZ�<RUN�$FDGHP\�RI�$UW�FRPSLOHG�D�
VWDU�VWXGGHG�SURJUDP�WKDW�LQFOXGHV�D�WULEXWH�WR�ÀQH�DUWLVW�(ULF�)LVFKO��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKRXJKWIXO�
DGYLFH�WR�DUW�VWXGHQWV��7UDGLWLRQDOO\�KHOG�DPRQJ�WKH�DFDGHP\·V�KDOOV��DQG�ZLWKLQ�WKHLU�DUW�
VWXGLRV���WKH�H[WUDYDJDQ]D�WRRN�SODFH�RQOLQH�WKLV�\HDU�DQG�LV�DYDLODEOH�IRU�DOO�WR�VHH��,Q�DG-
GLWLRQ�WR�ZDWFKLQJ�WKH����PLQXWH�YLGHR��WKRVH�LQWHUHVWHG�FDQ�EURZVH�DQG�EX\�WKH�DUW³DQ�
DFW�WKDW�VXVWDLQV�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQ��ZKLFK�ZDV�IRXQGHG�E\�DUWLVWV��LQFOXGLQJ�$QG\�:DUKRO��LQ�
������1HZ�DUW�ZLOO�EH�DGGHG�RQOLQH�HYHU\�0RQGD\�WKURXJK����$SULO�DQG�WKH�ZRUN�LV�RQ�YLHZ�
WKURXJK���0D\��&KHFN�LW�RXW�DW�7ULEHFD%DOO�FRP�QRZ�
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Steve Martin invited artist Eric Fischl to St. Barts as soon as they met
By Ian Mohr　April 9, 2021 | 3:27pm

Steve Martin and famed New York artist Eric 
Fischl first hit it off years ago when Martin visited 
Fischl’s studio ̶ and the movie star then invited 
the artist to join him on a tropical island.

“I’ve known him a long time,” Martin said at the 
New York Academy of Art’s virtual Tribeca Ball ̶ 
which honored Fischl last week. “I have a vague 
recollection of going to his studio downtown,” 
Martin recalled, adding he also met Fischl’s wife, 
artist April Gornik, at the time. “I invited them 
to St. Barts for a weekend… I didn’t really know 
them that well. That’s where we really became 
friends.”

Martin said of the trip, “I would also have eve-
nings with myself, April, Eric, Martin Short.”

Fischl later created artwork for Martin’s 1990s 
play, “Picasso at the Lapin Agile.” Martin recalled 
that after he told the artist what the play was 
about, Fischl, “got out his watercolors, and he  
dipped his brush in a color, and he dabbed it on 

the paper and did a swirl and there was the face 
of Picasso.”

Martin reminisced about the artist with one of 
the event’s fellow chairs, musician and artist 
Scott Avett, via Zoom.

Also at the event: Artist Kenny Scharf and 
Brooke Shields spoke about Andy Warhol. Co-
chairs for the evening included Sarah Avett, 
Nicolas Bos of Van Cleef & Arpels, and Anne 
Stringfield.

The Tribeca Ball traditionally gives guests a 
chance to tour over 100 artists’ studios. But 
this year, the Academy of Art launched an on-
line public gallery of MFA student artworks, with 
proceeds from sales going to scholarship and 
programming funds.

Martin recently told his Twitter followers: “Good 
news/Bad news. Good news: I just got vaccinat-
ed! Bad news: I got it because I’m 75. Ha!”
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