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New York Academy of Art Presents

Summer Exhibition 2007
June 7, 2007 – July 18, 2007, 1 – 7 pm daily
The New York Academy of Art – the not-for-profit institution devoted to the advancement of figurative painting, sculpture and drawing – announces summer exhibition 2007, an exhibition of new and recent work created by Academy alumni, faculty and current students.  The exhibition opened on June 7, drawing a crowd of over 400 people, and will remain on view in the gallery of the New York Academy of Art, located in TriBeCa at 111 Franklin Street, 1 pm to 7 pm daily through July 18, 2007 (excluding Wednesday, July 4th).
 

Nearly 800 entries from more than 300 artists were painstakingly reviewed by the Selection Committee comprised of Vincent Desiderio, Eric Fischl and Jenny Saville, to create this salon–style installation.  Presenting a mixture of prominent and emerging voices, and inspired in part by the Royal Academy of Arts’ Summer Exhibition, summer exhibition 2007 is the Academy’s most ambitious project to date, featuring 111 works by 97 artists who have been affiliated with the New York Academy of Art throughout its 25 year history.  The artworks – paintings, drawings and sculpture – all of which will be available for purchase, will be displayed alongside the Academy’s impressive collection of plaster casts of Classical and Renaissance sculptures in the soaring, Corinthian-columned hall of its landmark 1861 TriBeCa headquarters.

From the 17th to the 20th centuries, France’s "Académie de peinture et sculpture" organized official art exhibitions called Salons.  Inclusion in the Salon de Paris was considered a requirement for any artist to be a success in France, and the tradition survived for more than 200 years.  It was the cultural event of its time, generating heated debates over favorite or detested works. 

Today’s art world is pluralistic, and artworks seldom shock anyone. There’s no dominant art institution comparable to the French Académie des Beaux-Arts, no identifiable avant-garde, nor a single, annual competition to compare with the Académie’s Salons.  The New York Academy of Art is a new styled “Academie”, reflecting a range of aesthetics and a mission that instills in its students a commitment to excellence of craft and knowledge in the creation of vital contemporary art.  As this show demonstrates, for 25 years Academy graduates and faculty have put their skills to vastly diverse ends.  summer exhibition 2007 is a dramatic collection of work that may be measured against dominant trends in contemporary art and the current emphasis on figuration and drawing, and one the New York Academy of Art hopes will become an annual tradition.  

Since its founding the Academy has been central to the careers of nearly 900 artists who have received the MFA degree.  The only graduate school in the United States devoted exclusively to the study of the human figure, more than one hundred students are enrolled in the New York Academy of Art’s full-time master’s program, and more than 400 individuals participate in continuing education classes and workshops every year.  As both an educational and cultural institution, the Academy dedicates itself to broadening the general public’s appreciation and understanding of art through its research, lecture and exhibition programs. 

For further information on the New York Academy of Art, please visit www.nyaa.edu .

